
 
 

COVID-19 Case Policy (updated 13 Jan 2022) 
 

1.  Scope of Policy  
 
This Policy is applicable to the NIFL Premiership, Championship and Premier Intermediate League.   
 

2.  Covid-19 Case   
 

a) 13 Players available = Matches to be played 
 
If one (1) or more Player of a Club is placed into mandatory quarantine or required to self-
isolate in accordance with the regulations or mandatory guidance issued by the Public 
Health Agency, the Match involving that Club will go ahead as scheduled provided the Club 
has at least 13 Players (including at least one goalkeeper) available for selection in 
accordance with the IFA Comet system and relevant competition rules.  
 
“Player” shall mean any football player registered with a Club who falls into any of the 
following categories: 
 
 

(i) Premiership 
- Players available from this season’s official Squad Size List (as per Article 34 of Premiership 

Rules and Regulations 2021/22) and; 
- Any U20 player that has made a full or part (including substitute) appearance in this season’s 

Premiership Development League and aged at least 18 on the date of the relevant Match 
(clubs at their discretion may select younger players)    

 
(ii) Championship/PIL  
- Players that have made a full or part (including substitute) appearance in this season’s 

Championship/Premier Intermediate League 
- Any player that has made a full or part (including substitute) appearance in this season’s 

Championship Development League (or equivalent Reserve League) and aged at least 18 on 
the date of the Match (clubs at their discretion may select younger players)    

   
 

b) Fewer than 13 Players available = Club permitted to request postponement 
 
If, however, a Club has fewer than 13 Players available (including at least one goalkeeper) 
and not in a position to field a team, the Club is permitted to request the Match be 
postponed and re-scheduled to a date to be fixed by the NIFL Chief Executive Officer, who 
shall have power to assign and re-schedule the Match to a neutral venue if it is deemed it 
appropriate.   
 
To request postponement clubs must fully complete a Covid Postponement Request Form. 
 
All Request Forms must be sent to NIFL Chief Executive, Gerard Lawlor, at 
glawlor@nifootballleague.com    

 

https://nifootballleague-my.sharepoint.com/personal/smills_nifootballleague_com/Documents/NIFL/Rules/2021-22/Covid%20related/Covid%20Postponement%20Request%20form.xlsx
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For any request to be considered Clubs must provide all relevant information on the Request 
Form and provide medical evidence (on request). It is the responsibility of Clubs to ensure 
they comply with their obligations under data privacy and data protection laws.  
 

For the avoidance of doubt, a Player shall be deemed to be “available” for the purposes of 
paragraphs 2(a) and 2(b) above unless: (a) he has been placed into mandatory quarantine or 
required to self-isolate in accordance with the regulations or mandatory guidance issued by the 
Public Health Agency; or (b) he is suffering from illness or injury and has been deemed unfit to play 
in the relevant Match by a suitably qualified medical professional (evidence of which the relevant 
Club must provide and the burden of proof sits with the Club in this regard).  

 
 

c) Request to postpone for other COVID-19 related matters 
 
If a Club requests a postponement for any COVID-19 related matter, which does not fall 
within the scope of paragraph 2(b) of this Policy, the Request will be referred to an 
Independent Panel (The Panel) appointed by the NIFL Board.   
 
The Panel shall decide upon the Request at its sole discretion but may take into account and 
consider Covid-19 related factors which include, without limitation: 

• public health guidance; 

• perceived risk to player and staff welfare; 

• perceived risk to community safety; and 

• integrity of the league. 
 
In addition to information submitted under paragraph 2(b), a Request to postpone for other 
Covid-19 related matters must give in writing the full detail of the Covid-19 related 
matter(s).  
 
All Requests to postpone for other Covid-19 related matters must be sent to NIFL Chief 
Executive, Gerard Lawlor (glawlor@nifootballleague.com) , who will refer the request to the 
Panel.    

 
The Request to the Independent Panel must be submitted in writing and accompanied by a 
fee of £500 (Premiership clubs), £250 (Championship clubs) and £100 (Premier Intermediate 
Clubs which shall be paid to NIFL via Bank Transfer. Such deposit shall be returned if the 
Panel decides in favour of a postponement. 
 

 

3. Independent Panel 
 

a) The Panel will comprise of NIFL Board members and/or suitable person(s) with relevant 
knowledge/experience, both of whom must have no conflict of interest in The Request, 
league or competition under consideration. 
 

b) The Panel reserves the right to seek independent medical advice where it deems necessary. 
 

c) The Panel may refer the matter back to the NIFL Board for consideration if it deems the 
request to be frivolous in nature. Where it is proven that a Club has attempted to misuse 
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this Policy for their benefit they shall be subject to a sanction as determined by the NIFL 
Board who have no conflict of interest in The Request, the league or competition under 
consideration.  
 
 

4. Role of the Panel and Decision  
 

a) The Panel will notify the NIFL Chief Executive of its decision in writing as soon as it has been 
made. If the Match is to be played within 48 hours, the CEO will liaise with the Panel for an 
urgent decision.  
 

b) If a Request is submitted on the day of a Match the Club submitting the request shall use its 
best endeavours to provide the Panel of the required information. The Panel reserves the 
right to postpone the Match if sufficient information is received from the applicant club 
which raises concern for player or public welfare.  
 

c) The NIFL will use electronic communications (Email, Conference Call or text) to communicate 
the final decision.  

 
 

5.  Rescheduled matches  
 

a) In the event that the Match is re-scheduled the home club will remain responsible for all of 
the organisation of the re-scheduled fixture and all related costs.   
 
In the event that a Match cannot be played or completed on the date appointed for the re-
scheduled fixture the NIFL Board will have authority to make a decision on the matter.  The 
club that is responsible for the Match not taking place or not being played in full will be 
declared to have forfeited the Match unless the NIFL Board comes to the conclusion that 
both or neither of the clubs are responsible for the Match not taking place or not being 
played in full.  In this event the Match will not be declared as forfeited and the outcome of 
the Match will be decided by drawing lots (with a scoreline of 1-0 awarded) carried out by 
the NIFL Board. 
 

b) Neutral venues will be determined by the Chief Executive Officer and Chair of the NIFL Board 
who will aim to ensure fair and reasonable costs.  

 
 
6. Status of an unfulfilled fixture due to a Positive COVID-19 Test  
 

a) Any Club refusing or failing to play a scheduled fixture on a date fixed by the Chief Executive 
Officer (except for reasons due to circumstances relating to the COVID 19 Pandemic which 
particularly are set out in this Policy and associated Covid Postponement Request form) and 
without sufficient reasons for so doing, shall be adjudged to have lost the Match, with their 
opponents awarded three points in respect of that Match and a score-line of 3-0 recorded 
in its favour, and will be otherwise dealt with as the NIFL Board may determine. 

 
b) Should both clubs refuse or fail to play a scheduled fixture on a date fixed by the Chief 

Executive Officer (except for reasons due to circumstances relating to the COVID 19 



 
 

Pandemic which are particularly which are set out in this Policy and associated Covid 
Postponement Request form) and without sufficient reasons for so doing, neither club will 
be awarded any points for the fixture and both clubs shall have a minus three (-3) goal 
difference recorded against them, and will be otherwise dealt with as the NIFL Board may 
determine.  

 
 

7.  Inquiry into and Sanctioning of Offences 
 
The NIFL shall have power of enquiry into all matters constituting or pertaining to a breach(es) of the 
Policy and shall have full power to deal with all clubs, officials, and players which they deem guilty of 
having offended against or provided false information in relation to any Requests.   
 
The NIFL shall be entitled to take such action and issue such sanctions either by way of reprimand, 
fine, suspension, expulsion or any other form of sanction or punishment as they may think fit in the 
circumstances. 
 

8.  Amendment to Policy  
 
The NIFL Board, in its sole discretion and if it feels it is reasonable and appropriate, reserves the right 
to review this Policy and make amendments throughout Season 2021/22 as the Covid-19 pandemic 
evolves.  
 
 

9.  Definitions  
 
In the Policy, unless the context requires otherwise, terms used have the following meanings; 
 
‘Club’ means a NIFL member club which is bound by this Policy. 
 
‘Request’ means an official request from a club to postpone a specific Match due to the impact of 
Covid-19. 
 
‘Match(es)’ means an official NIFL fixture. 
 
‘Medical Evidence’ means official notification that confirms the player is medically unavailable due 
to Covid-19 or injury. This includes, but is not limited to, a record of a positive test, notification from 
contact tracing, letter from GP or Club Doctor.   
  


